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Taft School
3rd Grade Reading Goals

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to . . .

State Goal 1:  Read with understanding and fluency.

Learning Standard 1A:  Apply word analysis and vocabulary skills to comprehend selections.

3rd Grade Goals:

· Recognize frequently encountered words in print whether encountered in connected text or in isolation.

· Acquire and apply decoding strategies (such as letter-sound relationships) to identify unknown words or word parts and their meanings.  Self-monitor and construct meaning by predicting and self-correcting.
· Determine the meaning of words and phrases including base words, synonyms, homonyms, multiple meaning words, content vocabulary, and literary terms using strategies (such as context clues and concept mapping) and resources (such as thesaurus and dictionary). 
· Use knowledge of prefixes (e.g., un-, re-, pre-, bi-, mis-, dis-) and suffixes (e.g., -er, -est, -ful) to determine the meaning of words. 
· Know and use complex word families when reading (e.g., -ight) to decode unfamiliar words.
· Decode regular multisyllabic words.
Learning Standard 1B:  Apply reading strategies to improve understanding and fluency.
3rd Grade Goals:

· Pause and add emphasis when reading.

· Acknowledge punctuation cues.
· Connect personal knowledge, experiences, and understanding of the world to themes and perspectives in text through oral and written responses. 

· Use illustrations to help determine meaning of a text.

· Use and understand charts, maps, and graphs to support the meaning of text.

· Identify explicit and implicit main ideas.

· Distinguish the main idea and supporting details.
· Self-monitor comprehension when reading or listening to texts by automatically applying strategies such as predicting, visualizing, making connections, inferring, questioning, and summarizing.
· Demonstrate comprehension by identifying answers in the text.
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Learning Standard 1C:  Comprehend a broad range of reading materials.

3rd Grade Goals:

· Ask questions and support answers by connecting prior knowledge with literal information found in the text.
· Compare and contrast relationships among characters, events, and key ideas within and across texts to create a deeper understanding.
· Make inferences, conclusions, and generalizations about text.
· Recall major points in the text and make and modify predictions about forthcoming information.
· Follow simple multiple-step written instructions (e.g., how to assemble a product or play a board game).

· Differentiate between fact and opinion.

· Identify the author’s purpose for writing a fiction or non-fiction text.
State Goal 2:  Read and understand literature representative of various societies, 

eras, and ideas.

Learning Standard 2A:  Understand how literary elements and techniques are used to convey meaning.

3rd Grade Goals:

· Retell in sequence the story elements of grade-level narrative text and major idea(s) and relevant details of grade-level informational text.
· Identify probable actions and outcomes.

· Create and use graphic organizers to deepen understanding of story elements, main ideas, problem/solution.
· Extract appropriate and significant information from the text, including problems and solutions.

· Explain how characters express attitudes about one another in familiar classic, multicultural, and contemporary literature.

· Identify and describe characters’ thoughts and motivations, story level themes (good vs. evil), main idea, and lesson/moral (fable). 

· Explain how authors use literary devices including prediction, personification, and point of view to develop a story level theme, depict the setting, and reveal how thoughts and actions convey important character traits.
· Identify informational text patterns including descriptive, sequential, enumerative, compare/contrast, and problem/solution. 
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· Explain how authors use text features including titles, headings and subheadings, timelines, prefaces, indices, and table of contents to enhance the understanding of key and supporting ideas. Use those text features to location information in a text.
· Identify main and supporting characters.  Determine what characters are like by what they say or do and by how the author or illustrator portrays them.
· Identify a purpose for reading.

· Determine the underlying theme or author's message in fiction and nonfiction text.
· Recognize the similarities of sounds in words and rhythmic patterns (e.g., alliteration, onomatopoeia) in a selection.
· Identify the speaker or narrator in a selection.
Learning Standard 2B:  Read and interpret a variety of literary works.

3rd Grade Goals:

· Identify and describe the basic elements and purpose of a variety of narrative genre including folktales, fables, and realistic fiction. 

· Identify and describe the basic elements, features, and purpose of a variety of informational genre including textbooks, encyclopedias, and magazines. 

· Distinguish common forms of literature (e.g., poetry, drama, fiction, nonfiction).

· Comprehend basic plots of classic fairy tales, myths, folktales, legends, tall tales, poems, nonfiction, essays, and fables.
