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Taft School

4th Grade Reading Goals

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to . . .

State Goal 1:  Read with understanding and fluency.

Learning Standard 1A:  Apply word analysis and vocabulary skills to comprehend selections.

4th Grade Goals:

· Read and comprehend unfamiliar words using root words.
· Understand what synonyms, antonyms, and homonyms are and how to apply them.
· Understand word origins and derivations.

· Recognize and identify prefixes and suffixes.
· Use context and structural clues to determine the meaning of vocabulary words.
· Understand compound words and multiple meaning words.
· Identify and recognize figurative language.
· Use a variety of resources (e.g., glossary, dictionary, thesaurus) to clarify meaning of words. 
Learning Standard 1B:  Apply reading strategies to improve understanding and fluency.

4th Grade Goals:

· Establish purpose for reading by surveying the materials.
· Ask questions to clarify for understanding. 
· Connect, clarify, and extend ideas.
· Identify structure dealing with nonfiction texts while using description, compare/contrast, cause and effect and sequencing skills.
· Read age appropriate material aloud with fluency and accuracy.

· Recognize a variety of reading strategies and (such as predicting, connecting, summarizing and inferencing) apply them to improve understanding. 
· Return to text to locate answers and/or support answers to questions. 

Learning Standard 1C:  Comprehend a broad range of reading materials.

4th Grade Goals:

· Use the information in text to form and refine questions and predictions.
· Make and support inferences and form interpretations about main themes and topics contained in texts.
· Compare and contrast the content and organization of selections.
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· Summarize and make generalizations from content.
· Identify the author’s purpose for writing fiction or non-fiction texts. 

· Connect information presented in tables, maps, and charts to printed or electronic text.
· Understand and apply fact vs. opinion. 

· Recognize relevant and irrelevant information within a text. 

State Goal 2:  Read and understand literature representative of various societies, eras, 
and ideas.

Learning Standard 2A:  Understand how literary elements and techniques are used to convey meaning.

4th Grade Goals:

· Identify literary elements and literary techniques such as characterization, use of narration, and dialogue in a variety of literary works.
· Describe how literary elements such as theme, character, setting, plot, tone, and conflict are used in literature to create meaning.
· Understand the different poetic devices such as alliteration, onomatopoeia, consonance and rhymed patterns.
· Identify and interpret figurative language (e.g., metaphor, simile, idiom). 
Learning Standard 2B:  Read and interpret a variety of literary works.

4th Grade Goals:

· Respond to literary material by making inferences, drawing conclusions, and connecting it to their own experiences, prior knowledge and other texts.
· Identify and explain themes that have been explored in literature from different societies and eras.
· Relate literary works and their characters, settings, and plots to current and historical events, people and perspectives.
· Identify literary forms such as realistic and historical fiction, fantasy, narrative, nonfiction, biography, plays, and electronic literary forms.

