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Taft School

8th Grade Reading Goals

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to . . .

State Goal 1:  Read with understanding and fluency.

Learning Standard 1A:  Apply word analysis and vocabulary skills to comprehend selections.

8th Grade Goals:

· WA-Apply and expand knowledge of word origins to determine meaning.
· WA- Use and apply knowledge of prefixes, suffixes and root words to determine meaning.
· WA- Determine meaning of words using connotation and denotation strategies.
· WA- Analyze the structure and function of words in contexts.
· WA - Expand the use of content clues and background knowledge to understand the meaning of unfamiliar words across all subjects.
· V- Identify and interpret figurative language (e.g., similes, metaphors, idioms and analogies in text).
· V- Identify and analyze the meanings of specialized vocabulary/terminology.
· V- Enrich vocabulary through independent exploration of words.
Learning Standard 1B:  Apply reading strategies to improve understanding and fluency.

8th Grade Goals:

· F-Use skimming to preview reading materials.
· F- Read aloud with accuracy and expression.
· C- Know when and how to use strategies to assist with comprehension, predicting, generating questions, set purpose, and rereading text. 
· C- Relate literature selections and informational text to prior knowledge, personal experiences, and other texts.
· C- Analyze text structure in fiction and non-fiction reading material to create a visual representation to use while reading.
· C- Demonstrate an accurate understanding of important information in the text by focusing on the key ideas presented.
· C-Build, evaluate and extend interpretations of the text.

Learning Standard 1C:  Comprehend a broad range of reading materials.

8th Grade Goals:

· Interpret and analyze entire narrative text using story elements, point of view, and theme.
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· Compare, contrast, and evaluate ideas and information from various genres.
· Summarize and make generalizations from content and relate them to the purpose of the material.
· Discern the differences between fiction and nonfiction texts.
· Recognize kinds of writing (e.g., expository, persuasive and narrative) 
· Compare the authors’ use of text (e.g., foreshadowing, flashbacks and vivid language) and illustrators’ use of art to express ideas. 
· Interpret tables, graphs, maps, and diagrams to draw conclusions to support text.
State Goal 2:  Read and understand literature representative of various societies, 

eras, and ideas.

Learning Standard 2A:  Understand how literary elements and techniques are used to convey meaning.

8th Grade Goals:

· Read a wide variety of fiction and nonfiction text.
· Read and identify characteristics of various genres.
· Identify and analyze an assortment of literary techniques (e.g., satire, personification, symbolism).
· Identify and describe the story elements and explain how they contribute to the meaning of the story.
· Recognize the uses of language structure and word choice to convey the author’s viewpoint.
· Compare stories to personal experience and background knowledge.                                        

Learning Standard 2B:  Read and interpret a variety of literary works.

8th Grade Goals:

· Identify ideas and impressions communicated through a variety of literary works.
· Respond to text by evaluating key ideas.
· Paraphrase, summarize, synthesize, and evaluate information from a variety of texts and genres.
· Make connections between the text and the culture(s) it represents.
· Engage in literary discussions.
· Extend a literary text.
· Analyze how characters in literature deal with conflict, solve problems, and relate to real life situations.
