Taft School

1st Grade Writing Goals

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to . . . 

Focus

· Select a purpose for writing.

· Use a pre-writing strategy such as drawing a picture, brainstorming, and webbing with teacher assistance.

· Compose a basic story that stays on topic.

· Experiment with different forms of writing (e.g., journaling and retelling).

· Retell a story orally.

Support

· Use interesting details to support ideas.

· Write complete sentences to support drawings and pictures.

· Respond accurately to questions about characters and events in a story.

Organization

· Write from left to right, top to bottom, and with correct use of margins.

· Use appropriate spaces between words.

· Use correct height for letters.

· Vary sentence beginning (avoid repetition).

· Include a beginning, middle and end.

· Sequence a story using picture cues.

· Begin to evaluate own writing.

· Write a 3-4 sentence paragraph.

Conventions

· Spell high frequency words and spelling words correctly.

· Use capital letters at the beginning of a sentence and for the word, “I.”

· Demonstrate correct capitalization for proper nouns (e.g., days of the week, months, names, and holidays).

· Use correct end punctuation (period, exclamation point, and question mark).

· Write complete sentences with correct use of subject (noun), predicate (verb), and adjectives.

· Develop an understanding that indentation indicates a new paragraph and new idea.

· Demonstrate an awareness of the proper way to begin a sentence.  (Do not begin with “because” or “and.”)

· Attempt to spell unfamiliar words phonetically.

