Taft School

2nd Grade Writing Goals

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to . . . 

Focus

· Use a graphic organizer with teacher guidance.

· Select a focus for their writing.

· Maintain the idea of their paragraph.

· State the topic in the opening sentence.

· Finish the paragraph with a concluding sentence.

· Experiment with different forms of writing (e.g., journals, poetry, and directions).

· Write for a variety of reasons: to journal, to share, and to publish.

· Understand narrative to mean writing to tell a story.

· Understand expository to mean writing to explain.

· Understand persuasive to mean writing to persuade.

Support

· Add details to the paragraph by using specific words to add interest.

· Increase word choice.

· Use drawings to enhance writing.

Organization

· Write from left to right.

· Use margins correctly.

· Continue writing long sentences to the next line.

· Use appropriate spacing between words.

· Use appropriate height spacing of letters.

· Use proper indentation at beginning of paragraph.

· Use transition words to connect ideas.

· Vary sentence beginnings.

· Write a narrative, expository, and persuasive 5-7 sentence paragraph.

· Write a friendly letter.

· Include a beginning, middle, and an end when writing a story.

· Use a series of pictures and basic text to tell a focused story.

· Begin to evaluate and reflect on own writing and that of others (e.g., use a checklist to evaluate own work; conference with peer, volunteer, teacher).

Conventions

· Use developmental spellings to construct words.

· Spell high frequency and spelling words correctly.

· Write a complete sentence including a subject and predicate.
2nd Grade Writing Goals (Continued)
· Use correct capitalization including beginning of sentence, proper nouns, and in titles.

· Use correct punctuation including question marks, periods, commas, and exclamation marks.

· Use proper grammar techniques to include: verb tense, contractions, homonyms, singular/plurals, and showing possession.

· Format friendly letter and envelope writing.

· Avoid starting sentences with “and” and “because”.

· Extend simple sentences ( subject-verb-complement agreement).

· Distinguish and use nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, and articles.

· Understand the use of quotation marks.

