Taft School

3rd Grade Writing Goals

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to . . . 

Focus

· Rely on writing process as a guide.  (Use prewriting, drafting, editing, publishing, and revising.)

· Use prewriting strategies such as:

-Brainstorm ideas on specific topics and use visual aids.

-Use graphic organizers.

· Develop a good introductory sentence and concluding sentence (or paragraph).

· Maintain focus of writing throughout paper. 

· Use daily journaling throughout various subject areas.

· Use different forms of writing  (e.g.,  poetry, song).

Support:

· Use a variety of word choice to replace over-used common words (i.e., worn out words).

· Make personal connections with story.

· Convey individuality within the writing process.

· Use resources to gather information on topic such as library books, Internet, encyclopedia, magazines, articles, and various other sources.

Organization:
· Write narrative, persuasive, and expository paragraphs.

· Write multi-paragraph papers.

· Use appropriate spacing between words.

· Use indentations at beginning of paragraphs.

· Use transition words.

· Use a variety of sentence structures and length. 

· Be able to connect main idea throughout beginning, middle, and end while integrating story elements.

· Write with clarity and flow.

· Edit, revise, evaluate, and reflect on own writing and that of others.

Conventions:

· Be able to spell grade level appropriate words.

· Attempt challenge words using most obvious sounds of words.

· Use proper spelling, punctuation, grammar rules, capitalization, and a variety of end marks including commas in a series and apostrophes in contractions.

· Use subject-verb agreement.

· Use the eight parts of speech in sentence structure.
3rd Grade Writing Goals (Continued)

· Use available technology to help with writing.

· Use a variety of resources such as dictionary and thesaurus. 

· Write complete sentences.

