Taft School

4th Grade Writing Goals

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to . . . 

Focus

· Participate in pre-writing activities such as brainstorming, listing, webbing, and drafting.

· Utilize graphic organizers that are appropriate to their grade level.

· Tell a focused story using pictures.

· Focus on a main idea.

· Maintain their position throughout their paper.

· Write a clear topic sentence with an introduction that’s based on their main idea as well as grab the reader’s attention.

· Write a conclusion restating their main idea.

Support 
· Use examples to connect background knowledge to their main idea.

· Use words that will best communicate their feelings and thoughts in order to make it their own.

· Use in-depth details to tell a story.

· Use resources such as a thesaurus. 

· Maintain a consistent voice throughout the piece.

· Use varied word choice.

· Write a variety of sentences (e.g, simple, complex and compound).

Organization 
· Proofread their own piece, as well as their peers’ work, to listen for clarification and to decide if more details are needed.

· Understand when to begin a new paragraph and understand the concept of indentation.

· Use transition words properly and throughout their paper.

· Use a variety of sentence structures appropriately. 

· Integrate the understanding of the sentence types (e.g., interrogative, declarative, imperative, and exclamatory).

· Organize paragraph with a clear beginning, middle, and end appropriate to the purpose and context.

· Revise and edit (e.g., evaluate own work and conference with peer, volunteer, teacher).

· Use available technology to plan, compose, revise, and edit written work.

· Vary beginning of sentences and lengths.

· Use logical order.

· Write multi–paragraph narrative, persuasive, and expository papers.

4th Grade Writing Goals (Continued)

Conventions 

· Spell high frequency words correctly and demonstrate the progression from phonetic to conventional spelling of words.

·  Demonstrate grade–appropriate use of the various parts of speech (e.g.,  interjections, nouns, pronouns, verbs, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, and  adjectives.) 

· Write complete sentences.  (Avoid fragments and run-on sentences.)

· Use a variety of punctuation correctly throughout their writing.

· Demonstrate correct capitalization. 

· Use subject – verb agreement.

· Use cursive writing as requested by the teacher. 

