Taft School

5th Grade Writing Goals

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to . . . 

Focus

· Begin prewriting process (e.g., brainstorm, use graphic organizers).

· Develop topic sentence in the introduction with attention to the audience.

· Develop a clear and focused main idea that is maintained throughout the paper.

· Include important points with interest.

· Remind the reader of the topic in the conclusion using interesting language.

· Develop the voice.

Support

· Use second order details (more fully developed).

· Develop specific details to support major points.

· Use descriptive word choice.

· Use a variety of figurative language formats (e.g., simile and metaphor).

· Use adjectives, adverbs, and prepositional phrases to enhance written language.

Organization

· Write multi-paragraph narrative, expository, and persuasive papers.  

· Write fully developed paragraphs.

· Develop a clear structure (e.g., beginning, middle, and end).

· Use various transition words/methods throughout.

· Use a variety of sentence structures (e.g, declarative and exclamatory).

· Include both simple and complex sentences.

· Sequence ideas.

· Write various forms of poetry (e.g., Haiku, free verse, and concrete).

· Edit, revise, and publish using available technology.

Conventions

· Use various parts of speech appropriate for grade level.

· Capitalize words correctly based on grade-appropriate rules.

· Use end punctuation, commas, apostrophes, and quotation marks correctly.

· Spell grade-appropriate words correctly.

· Demonstrate proficiency with using a dictionary.

· Use correct subject-verb agreement while maintaining proper regular/irregular verb form and verb tense.
