Taft School

7th Grade Writing Goals

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to . . . 

Focus

· Write creatively for a specified purpose.

· Develop topic in the introduction with attention to the audience.

· Remind reader of topic in the conclusion.

· Use an interesting closing (voice).

· Write at least five related paragraphs.

· Develop and maintain voice throughout paper.

· Narrow the topic.

Support

· Use third order detail.

· Develop specific details using alternate strategies such as compare/contrast, cause and effect, and problem/solution.

· Use a variety of figurative language such as similes and metaphors.

· Use grade-appropriate vocabulary.

Organization

· Use transition words and phrases in and between paragraphs.

· Use four types of sentences such as declarative, imperative, interrogative and exclamatory.

· Create both simple and complex sentences.

· Indent paragraphs.

· Sequence ideas.

· Edit and revise using available technology.

· Write multi-paragraph persuasive, expository, and narrative papers.

· Create different types of poetry such as Haiku and cinquains.

Conventions

· Publish paper.

· Write complete sentences.

· Use correct form of verbs and verb tense.

· Spell grade-appropriate words correctly.

· Capitalize words correctly.

· Use correct end punctuation.

· Use grade appropriate commas, apostrophes, and quotation marks.

· Apply note-taking skills.

