Taft School

8th Grade Writing Goals

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to . . . 

Focus

· Select and apply appropriate prewriting strategies.

· Include closing comment.

· Develop topic in the introduction with attention to the audience.

· Remind reader of topic in the conclusion.

· Use an effective closing which unifies the essay.

· Write at least five related paragraphs.

· Develop and maintain voice throughout paper.

· Narrow the topic.

Support

· Use third order detail.

· Develop specific details using alternate strategies (e.g. explanation, evidence).

· Use a variety of figurative language strategies such as similes and metaphors.

· Use quotation marks.

· Develop and use sophisticated vocabulary.

Organization

· Use transition words throughout the paper.

· Vary sentence structure and word choice.

· Create both simple and complex sentences.

· Indent paragraphs.

· Sequence ideas.

· Edit and revise using available technology.

· Write multi-paragraph narrative, persuasive, and expository papers.

Conventions

· Spell grade-appropriate words correctly.

· Write complete sentences.

· Use correct form of verbs and verb tense.

· Capital words correctly.

· Use correct end punctuation.

· Use grade-appropriate colons, semicolons, hyphens, dashes, and parentheses.

· Publish paper.

